Workshops on Sub-Thematic Areas
Sub-Theme No. 2: Taking stock through monitoring and evaluation

Topic: Monitoring the Prevalence of Corruption
The chairperson Ms Ramsingh, Director General of the Public Service Commission, South Africa, opened the session to assess the extent of corruption and to monitor its prevalence.

The first speaker, Mr Kim, Standing Executive Officer from the Council for the Korean Pact on Anti-Corruption and Transparency, spoke about the Integrity Perception Index that measures the integrity of 304 public institutions in Korea. The assessment framework for the level of integrity refers to “the degree to which a public official abides by law; refrains from corrupt practices and performs his or her duty in a proper or impartial way.”  The findings from this comprehensive research methodology are placed in the public domain and actively debated. It focuses on specific integrity risk areas (such as licences) where discretionary power may affect citizen’s interests. The results show that public institutions are paying attention to the Integrity Perception Index (IPI) and there is overall improvement in systems and procedures. The IPI is a tool that can pressure government institutions to promote better governance and accountability.

The second speaker, Mr Sujanarko, Director of Fostering Networks between Commissions and Institutions from the Corruption Eradication Commission in Indonesia spoke of the important role of coordination amongst relevant anti-corruption agencies.  He included a case reporting system providing progress reports on investigations, including regular meetings between anti-corruption agencies to facilitate the sharing of information.  
The importance of the mobilisation of civil society to play a more active role and public participation in monitoring the prevalence of corruption was stressed, as well as ways to facilitate the reporting of corruption by the public through for example email or SMS technology. The public’s understanding of corruption can be increased by starting from the grassroots up including formal and informal education of scholars. 
To encourage public reporting, there needs to be witness and victim’s protection programmes. Therefore, to create a change in behaviour and attitude, there needs to be an increase in awareness. All sectors of society need to work together for success. 

Agencies need regular meetings to be able to review/ monitor/ and make future recommendations for improvements/ strategies. There must be movement between the agencies in the sharing of information. 

Research on perceptions of corruption at the city level, the City Perception Index covering 32 cities, was discussed. The UN Convention Against Corruption that provides a basis for national legal instruments to combat corruption, and a monitoring mechanism for anti-corruption activities, was highlighted. 

A rich and lively discussion followed that asked the speakers to respond to a number of questions and themes. 

The main topics coming from most of the questions were:
· What steps are taken against corruption

· What factors led to the reduction of corruption

· The follow-up and implementation of results

· Public assessment versus business assessment

· Correlation between corruption and economic growth / investment

· The use of indices and which are the best 

· Top facilities- World Bank- what measures do they use

In main, the responses included:
· The frustrations and problems of perception based indices of corruption such as the TI Corruption Perceptions Index and ways in which the shortcomings have been supplemented by other survey instruments. One delegate summed up this challenge as “The more we try to fight acts of corruption, the more the perception of greater corruption grows. The more we are transparent, the more we realize that corruption has grown.” 

· Perception approaches may be important to capture perceptions of citizens on the progress a government is making in terms of its commitment to fight corruption. 

· Questions were raised about the credibility and trustworthiness of international indices. The CPI methodology has been refined and become more transparent and is useful to measure the extent of corruption and trends as to whether it increasing or decreasing.

· The importance of sharing research methods and in-country research - mention was made of the Youth Integrity Index undertaken five times in Korea to track trends and the work on poverty and corruption undertaken in Indonesia.

· A call was made for a Judicial Integrity Index, and research undertaken in Latin America in this regard was mentioned. 

· A call was made for international financial institutions to be more accountable and a possible International Institutions Index mentioned in this regard.

· The importance of partnership and participation of the whole society public, private, political, civil society 

· The importance of freedom of expression and a free media was stressed 

· International best practice with regards to fighting corruption and using UNCAC as a tool

· The impact and role of information and research on the policy process

· The correlation between corruption, economic growth and FDI is complex. Corruption is but one factor. According to Kim: The more corruption we have, the less FDI. The less corruption we have, the more economic growth we can get. But if we get more economic growth, will better governance follow automatically? This is not an automatic relationship

· Prevention is the best way to fight corruption

· The importance of a case reporting system to promote transparency so that the public actually knows about the status of the corruption cases in each jurisdiction and resource allocation can be planned for investigation and prosecution purposes.

· All governance indicators are problematic and have limitations. 

Ends 
PAGE  
1
Global Forum V 

Monitoring the prevalence of Corruption – Tues 3 April AM Session


