Workshop on Sub-thematic areas

Sub-theme 1: Strengthening actions for effective implementation of anti-corruption measures

Topic: Inter-relationships among the various frameworks and platforms

Dr Kodi of the Democratic Republic of the Congo opened this session with a brief and precise overview of the various anti-corruption conventions and instruments relevant to the African continent. All have similar objectives:

· Promote the development of co-operation between states.
· Fight corruption in both the private and public sectors.

He noted that there is more focus placed on the issue of fighting corruption than there is given to rewarding integrity.

Mr Ruzindana of Uganda stated that there are three phases in the fight against corruption, namely:
· Creating awareness of its existence and breaking the taboos associated with it.
· Setting, implementing and enforcing standards to mitigate against corruption.

· Taking a stand against corruption

He queried the need to have two anti-corruption conferences, The Global Forum and the International Anti-Corruption conference, both of which address the same topics and are basically attended by the same people. He asked if it is not time to consolidate and rationalise these two conferences into one.
He voiced his concern around the fact that parliamentarians participate in these conventions, yet tend to play a passive role, waiting for relevant legislation to be passed. He suggested that they play a more active role in creating solutions to the problems bred by corruption as many citizens see parliamentarians as being at the root of the problem and as active participants. 
Mr Bocanegra of Colombia said that there is a need to analyse the entire initiatives currently in place and then assess their relevance or importance. Corruption is a global phenomenon, occurring in a variety of guises and therefore needs to be tackled in innovative ways. Anti-corruption initiatives must be tailor-made for each country’s individual needs. Corruption evolves, continually adapting and mutating as countries adapt and change. It is necessary that the methods used to fight the scourge also adapt and become inclusive whereby all sectors of society stand together in the fight against corruption. 

Open discussion then ensued around several issues, which had been raised during the session. One comment made was the perceived lack of follow-up after a convention had been held despite the resolutions and declarations decided upon. In order to facilitate follow-up procedures a suggestion was made that a secretariat should be established, chaired by the past and present host countries and including international those international organisations mandated to deal with corruption.
A further problem, which was raised, was that of heads of state that had embezzled funds from public coffers, invested these in developed countries, which then refused access to records in order to repatriate the stolen money. Money laundering and the illegal transfer of funds should be treated with the same contempt.
Furthermore, The World Bank continued to lend money to corrupt governments without governing the application of those funds. In most cases, these funds are stolen and never find their way to the people for whom they were meant. There must be a monitoring and evaluation system put in place to govern the disbursement of loans from The World Bank, and which also allows for accountability should these loans be misappropriated.

In conclusion, it was stated that in order to tackle the problem of corruption in a more cohesive manner, surely it would be pertinent to amalgamate all corruption conferences/workshops and conventions into one event so that streamlined strategies can be uniformly decided upon.
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