Workshops on Sub-Thematic Areas

Sub Theme 1: Strengthening actions for effective implementation of anti-corruption measures

Topic: The Implementation Puzzle

The chairperson, Ms Joiner (AUC) stated that the challenge of the forum is to deliberate on the views and experiences of others and to move from “dialogue to delivery, from engagement to implementation and from resolution to action.” She said that the mechanisms for implementation have to be integrated into our overall social systems and posed the question of where do we place the emphasis of implementation continuum. She said that there are four areas: moral culture, prevention, detection and early warning and investigation or prosecution
Mr Song of Korea stated that corruption in South Korea became a serious problem following the rapid economic development from the 1960s, which lead to it becoming the 12th largest economy in the world. This lead to collusion between government and business, influence peddling and public disillusionment. An anti-corruption act was passed in 2001 and the Korea Independent Commission Against Corruption was established in 2002 as a result of civil society’s call for action.  A comprehensive and systematic approach to fighting corruption was adopted. The anti-corruption frameworks were based on two strategies: public sector collaboration and public-private partnership.
He proposed these effective solutions that will guarantee success:

1. National anti-corruption systems with monitoring and evaluation mechanisms
2. Strict law enforcement
3. Popular participation and support to  “Build trust”

4. Improved individual ethics and social attitudes 

Mr Durosier of Haiti spoke on the challenge to state’s modernisation and the implementation of anti-corruption measures based on the Haitian experience. 
Haiti’s background was one of chronic political and economic instability and lack of political will over the last 20 years. There was corruption and human rights violation, coup d’ tats and military occupation by UN forces. Haiti finally had elections and a new government was elected.

Infrastructure needed to be rebuilt, institutions built and it had to provide good governance. It had to rebuild security and strengthen democratic practice, reform the judicial institutions, professionalise the public sector, strengthen the legal framework and open political space.

He emphasised that good governance is indispensable and the problem of poverty is critical in Haiti. A special unit (ULCC) was established in 2004 to fight corruption. This unit is directly connected with the judiciary to ensure effective prosecutions and appropriate legislation. 

The future work is a strategic plan to fight corruption by strengthening governance, rule of law, public administration, create an environment for investment and to give hope!
The lessons learned are that there has to be political will and civil society/media participation in spite of resistance to change in the public sector and there has to be independence and capacity of the judiciary.
Ms Ekeanyanwu of Nigeria addressed the workshop on the sustainability of implementation of AU and UNCAC.

For it to be effective, there has to be legal independence, where adequate legal framework ensures security of tenure for judges of supreme courts, the independence of their actions and the power of investigation and prosecution. Also needed are financial independence and autonomy, and adequacy of funding and other funding options.

There has to be political will, an effective judiciary, a holistic anti-corruption strategy and “buy-in” and zero tolerance from civil society.
She stated that there are dangers - the eroding of the independence of the ACCs, limited financial independence and cross-cutting.  The causes of these danger points lie in lukewarm political will and sporadic/fire brigade approaches.

Her recommendations are international oversight and peer review. There should be pressure for ratification and implementation of international legal conventions and the use of other regional platforms such as NEPAD and APRM.  CSO oversight and rewards, such as technical assistance, could be offered to countries who meet obligations under the international conventions.
Ends
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