Regional Perspectives
AU

The Ghanaian Attorney General and Minister of Justice, Joe Chartey presented the regional perspective on behalf of the African Union.

He stated that this was a wonderful opportunity for Africans to establish corporate governance through international co-operation utilising world strategies. Corruption is not new but is a worldwide problem that undermines everything both in public, private and civil society. 

Africa’s fight is now coming to the fore as states and the African Union uphold freedom, peace, justice and dignity. Therefore, the prevention and combating of corruption is essential to Africa.

Since 1998, Africa has held cross-continental meetings to consider and co-ordinate mechanisms to combat corruption. These culminated with heads of state adopting the African Union Convention on Preventing and Combating Corruption on 12 July 2003. Among key issues are fostering transparency and accountability and preventing, detecting, punishing, removing and condemning corruption in both public and private sectors.
Ghana, which meets the requirements in almost all cases, has ratified these conventions and calls on all other states to do likewise, so that these principles pass into state law. 
For Africa, this is a new dawn to build strong and enduring democracies using NEPAD mechanisms such as self-monitoring and peer review systems and saying no to corruption. 
The problem today is that the modern criminal has a global approach and flexibility to cross-border crime and this is not matched by governments’ ability to bring people to justice across borders or to return goods and money that has crossed the border. There must be more co-operation to prevent uncooperative banks and costly legal battles taking away assets that belong to the majority. The poor will call for justice.
Corruption is not isolated; it is bred by other crimes – money laundering, terrorism and other violent crimes.

To be successful the fight against corruption must be backed by political will and genuine determination – it involves us all because we all benefit from a corruption-free society. The majority are saying no to corruption and although this will be a long and sustained fight, Africa is determined to win it.
G8

The Ambassador of the Federal Republic of Germany, Harro Adt, gave the message from the G8 countries that this group sees the conference as very important in the fight against corruption. Regardless of the success that has been achieved, it is still a necessity, as based on the figures from the World Bank, $1 trillion is lost to bribes and 25% of its loans or $4 billion are linked to corrupt deals. Africa loses around 25% of its income to corruption.

What is needed is common transparency, accountability, governance standards and a concerted effort to fight corruption on a national and regional basis. Africa is showing a strong will and the African Convention has set high standards to prevent criminalisation. Praise must also be given to the African Forum and the SADC Protocol that have consolidated anti-corruption principles. The G8 supports the African Convention with its peer review system and further supports the private sector, which is encouraging good governance through such organisations such as Business Against Crime.

This is a necessary global fight as increasing trans-national activities lead to increasing trans-corruption. All countries need to provide information and strengthen the co-operation between countries. This forum will be helpful in providing information for the future.
OAS

Clodosbaldo Russián, General Comptroller of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, stated that the largest struggle against corruption in South America, is the Misión Moral y Luces (Moral and Lights Mission) headed by President Chavez in Venezuela. 

It promotes awareness based on the ethical and moral principles of the Libertador Simon Bolivar, during his heroic life, that promote the integration of the Great Latin American and Caribbean Nation.

Corruption is as old as the division of society in antagonistic classes and has increased as the gap between the richest and the poorest widens. Despite the impunity with which it has been fought against by the state bodies created for this purpose, many people still do not understand that they are citizens with rights and duties, and that society has the right to control incomes, expenditures and public assets. 

Public corruption is linked to the private one - there are no corrupt people without corruptors.  Corruption is a crime of shrewdness, of political and ideological weakness, of cultural deformity that should be dealt with as social terrorism as it generates more hunger, deaths and poverty that should be combated by the creation of civil consciousness and severe administrative, civil and legal penalties, as applicable.

Hopefully, the signatories of the United Nations Convention against Corruption will apply the globalisation of control without official privileges, as well as not dealing with companies in tax havens, extradite the corrupt and repatriate capital stolen
Ends 
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