Opening Statements by Former Hosts
Minister G J Fraser-Moleketi

The Minister stated that this session of the conference was the most important as it dealt in more detail with the issue of corruption, its effects and how to mitigate against it. She then invited previous hosts of the Forum to present to the delegates what measures have been in put in place in their respective countries since the Global Forum IV, the lessons learnt and the successes achieved.
United States of America - J Gangloff

Mr Gangloff welcomed the opportunity to take part in Global Forum V particularly as he had attended all the conferences since 1999. He gave thanks to the South African government for its efforts in hosting and planning the current conference. 

The theme of this year’s conference is “Effective Action Against Corruption” and he asked that the momentum already started, move forward with both individual and collective action from all delegates and countries represented. Already the Forum had achieved more than its initial aims. There is increasing international co-operation with regard to curtailing corruption and providing global standards against which anti-corruption activities can operate.
He went on to highlight the fact that countries cannot attack corruption in isolation. The United Nations, G8 and the African Forum have facilitated a global fight against corruption, raising it to a point beyond political achievement. Nations must stand together in the fight against corruption, co-operating and collaborating with each other to, among other measures, deny safe havens to corrupt companies and individuals and assist with tracing and returning stolen assets.  

Corruption robs nations and their citizens of hopes and dreams. It is incumbent upon nations to ensure that it cannot flourish in their backyards. Strong economic and political systems are the foundation of global stability, which can only be achieved if the culture of corruption is attacked in every corner of the world.
He closed his presentation by stating, “a rising tide lifts all boats.” The collective visions of nations, which subscribe to the UN Convention is that rising tide lifting communities towards government without corruption.
Korea - Minister of Justice – G S Kim

Mr Kim began his address to the conference by stating that, just as creative minds and productive labour are primary sources for social values and the advancement of humanity, so too will there always be serious attempts to infringe on those social values through illegal and corrupt means.

Corruption is neither creative nor productive. It distorts the normal flow of resources and causes unnecessary waste, particularly when it breeds in a public service. National policies are skewed and those political decisions taken through consensus devalued. Corrupt public servants reduce public confidence in government and history has shown that rampant corruption will eventually lead to destabilisation and a decayed society.

There is an African saying: “If you want to go first, go alone. However, if you want to go far, go together with your friends. If you want to become a single tree, stand alone. If you want to become a forest, stand with your friends.”
It is through the collective efforts of UN, G8 and various other organisations that countries are standing together in the fight against corruption. The final declaration, which will be adopted at this Forum, will enhance transparency and show the way forward.
He then highlighted two main ingredients necessary in the fight against corruption: political resolve and consistent legal reforms. Political resolve and commitment is vital in the fight against corruption. Only when there is resistance to temptation can there be progress in the fight against corruption. However, it was equally important that strong legal processes are in place to support political commitment.

Brazil - Deputy Minister – L Navaro

Mr Navaro began by stating that in June 2005, the Brazilian government hosted the 4th Global Forum on Fighting Corruption, thus demonstrating its commitment to the eradication of this global phenomenon. Since the 4th Forum, new modalities accommodating co-operation between states, civil societies and individual communities had been established, allowing for a more balanced and transparent governance.

Economic globalisation has been accompanied by the weakening of individual states and societal control. This has increased the propensity for corruption. The Brazilian government has faced the challenges of corruption head-on. It had reduced its bureaucracy and inefficiencies in its public service. Furthermore, it has strengthened its Ministry of Justice and ensured good public management within its police force. Communities are actively co-operating with law enforcement agencies and those police found guilty of corruption are dismissed.
He closed his presentation by stating that this Forum must find further ways of combating the scourge of corruption. He asked that nations stand together and make the required collective effort, which will ensure ongoing success.
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