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Abstract

Several anti-corruption initiatives have been implemented around the world. Although it is
important to note that anti-corruption strategies and policies reflect the countries’ perceived
needs, their level of economic development, and their social and political structures, recent
efforts to prevent corruption target similar areas across the different countries. Thus, generally
speaking, the various strategies to prevent corruption address integrity, effective procedures
and transparent rules. Also, the demand for the accountability of political leaders and the
transparency of political parties has begun to trigger reform in those areas. Finally, private
business has also become a focus of anti-corruption reform: besides being object of state
oversight, this sector has started its own initiatives to curb corruption.

During my speech | will introduce these three broad categories (prevention of corruption in the
public sector by the means of administrative reforms and modernization programs, prevention
of corruption in the political sphere, and curbing of corruption in the private sector by the
means of enforcement and partnership strategies) and | will refer to their main strengths and
weaknesses both from a theoretical and an empirical perspective (that is, | will explain some
real examples that show success of failure.
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