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Abstract 

The 1997 Anti-Bribery Convention captured worldwide attention as the first global instrument 
to fight corruption in cross-border deals.  It specifically targets the supply side of foreign 
bribery.  Today, in the 36 countries that have enacted anti-bribery laws based on the OECD 
Convention, bribing a foreign public official is a crime. 

The OECD regularly releases reports on the effectiveness of the enforcement of the laws and 
regulations in countries for implementing the Convention.  These reports and their 
recommendations are part of the ongoing monitoring process of the OECD Working Group on 
Bribery, comprised of representatives of countries party to the Convention. 

Several positive trends in the fight against foreign bribery by the parties to the Convention 
have emerged.  The seriousness of countries’ commitment to fighting foreign bribery has led to 
changes in many of their laws, following recommendations of the Working Group.   

However, the fight against foreign bribery has been fraught with challenges, which have 
become increasingly pressing as international business deals are on the rise and new markets 
are developing at an unprecedented rate.  The OECD Working Group has seen fewer foreign 
bribery convictions that it would like.  Countries must be more proactive in investigating and 
prosecuting foreign bribery  
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