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Scope of the Presentation 

Preventing corruption is about reducing the opportunities and the inclination to bribe or be 
bribed. It could therefore be understood as encompassing the whole scope of this forum. 

For the purpose of this presentation, it is proposed to understand prevention in a more limited 
way, much as it is understood in Chapter II of the UNCAC. The following issues are therefore 
excluded: 

• implementation of anti-corruption strategies/instruments, monitoring and evaluations 
(although they aim at implementing prevention measures) 

• measures related to criminal law and cooperation in criminal matters (although their 
purpose is partly to have a deterrent effect and therefore contribute to preventing 
corruption)  

Nevertheless, the notion of "prevention" implies a global approach. 

"Prevention" as such in International Legal Instruments 

• The Convention of the African Union is explicitly dedicated to prevention (title of the 
convention) 

• other instruments are usually more specific but often deal implicitly with prevention 
(such as art. 8 of the OECD Convention) 

• nevertheless, before the UNCAC, prevention was mainly left to non binding instruments 

• UNCAC: 

o First substantive chapter dedicated to preventive measures (chapter II) 

o However: cautious language used in Chapter II, limited obligations 

A Comprehensive Prevention Strategy requires Proper Coordination 

• the need for national preventive anti-corruption bodies (art. 6 UNCAC) 

Priority fields for preventive measures 

• What is in Chapter II of the UNCAC : 

o public sector  

 public administration (career rules, selection, training, remuneration)  

 public procurement 

o private sector (accounting and auditing standards, …) 

• What is not in the UNCAC (or with very limited provisions) ? 

o political life (funding of political parties, transparency for the mandates of 
politicians) 

o tax issues (deductibility of bribes to foreign officials, see OECD recommendation) 
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Horizontal Questions and Methods for Prevention 

• transparency 

• integrity 

• awareness 

• legislation and/or self-regulation 

• guidelines 

Prevention of Corruption in the Law Enforcement and Justice sector 

• specific importance of the sector 

• work at international level regarding ethic standard in the police 
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